IVth Judicial CASA Program

3010 W. State Street

Boise, Idaho 83703

Telephone:  (208) 345-3344

Facsimile:  (208) 345-3700

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF ADA

MAGISTRATES DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF:


)
CVCP  





)











)







)
STATUS REPORT OF







) 
THE GUARDIAN AD LITEM

A Child/Children under the Age of
) 

Eighteen Years.



)




  

 ___________________________
)  







The tutorial information presented throughout this outline is based again on the case of Samuel Smith, a typical, but fictional child.  In this tutorial guide, the quality of visitations between Samuel and his natural mother have given rise to the GAL’s need to provide information to the Court through the filing of a Status Report.  In the fictional case, the GAL’s attorney has filed a Motion to Cease Visitation between Mother and Child, based on the GAL’s Affidavit, and has secured a hearing date to have the Motion heard.

PURPOSE OF REPORT:

A typical statement might be:  “The Guardian Ad Litem, through her attorney, has filed a Motion requesting this Honorable Court order that visitation between the above-named child and his mother, Mary Jones, be discontinued, in that his therapist feels that such contact is contrary to the child’s emotional well-being.  This report will expand information provided in the Guardian’s Affidavit in Support of Motion to Cease Visitation.

A hearing on the Guardian’s Motion is scheduled for December 5, 1999 at 11:00 AM.”

BACKGROUND:

Describe how your client came into the system.  Remember that in this case, “Background” refers to the events leading to the entry of the child into the child protection system and customarily gives the dates that the GAL and the GAL attorney entered the case.

List those parenting problems or issues that were identified as compromising the child’s health and safety at the time he entered the system.

INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED SINCE LAST HEARING:


Name



Relationship to Child

DOCUMENTS REVIEWED SINCE LAST HEARING:

CHILD’S CURRENT LEGAL STATUS:

A typical statement might be:  “________________ is currently in the legal custody of the State of Idaho, Region IV Department of Health and Welfare, Family and Children’s Services.”

CHILD’S CURRENT SITUATION:

Samuel resides in foster care.  On July 1, 2000, his mother, Mary Jones, had her first visit with him.  On July 17, 2000, Samuel’s foster mother reported to the case manager that Samuel had begun wetting the bed at night, something that had not occurred since his initial placement in the foster home.  On August 8, 2000, the foster mother reported to the case manager that Samuel was frequently awakened at night with severe nightmares, which his pediatrician had described as “night terrors.”  Despite the foster parents concern, visitation continued, as did both the bed-wetting and the night terrors.  On October 1, 2000, the foster parent contacted this Guardian Ad Litem, requesting intervention, in that her efforts to achieve relief for Samuel through standard communication with the case manager had failed.  At a supervised visitation at the Department on October 4, 2000, the Guardian observed that the child did not engage with his mother, but curled up on the couch on his side and slept through the visitation.

Overall, the foster parent has stated to me that she has observed a general and persistent decline on Samuel’s part.  With regard to his interaction with his foster siblings, Jill H., his foster mother, states that Samuel isolates himself during playtime, or, in the alternative, displays aggressive, “bullying” behavior which wasn’t evident prior to July 1 when visitation began.  Samuel is demanding of the foster mother’s attention.  He continues to have sleep disturbances on a nightly basis.

While Samuel’s pediatrician, John Laudermilk, MD, does not feel he can definitively state that contact by Samuel with his mother is the cause of his emotional decline, Dr. Laudermilk has told me that he has observed that the commencement of visitation and Samuel’s change in behavior are coincident.  He has also stated that he would describe Samuel as being “depressed” and “anxious”.  He has advised that Samuel be evaluated by a therapist expert in bonding/attachment issues in children and that visitation be halted until such evaluation is completed.

PARENTS’ CURRENT SITUATION:

Father:

Mother:

SUMMARY/ASSESSMENT OF THE CASE:

Typical areas to cover in the Assessment Section of a Status Report are these:

A brief re-statement of the purpose of the report.  (“I wish to inform the Court that Samuel’s pediatrician has recommended that Samuel be evaluated by a therapist expert in bonding/attachment issues in children and that visitation between Samuel and his mother be discontinued until the therapist has completed such an evaluation.”)

A specific request as to what the Guardian wishes the Court to do in regard to the information presented: (“The Guardian Ad Litem respectfully asks that the Court appoint a therapist expert in bonding/attachment issues in children to conduct an evaluation of Samuel, with all contact with his mother, including supervised visitation, discontinued until the therapist completes such an evaluation and can further direct the Court on the resumption of visitation.”

RECOMMENDATIONS:

It is respectfully recommended that the Court take the following action in behalf of the above-named child:

1. Appoint a licensed counselor or psychologist expert in bonding/attachment issues in children to evaluate Samuel Smith.

2.  Halt all contact with his mother, Mary Jones, until such evaluation is completed.
 

Respectfully submitted on this ___ day of ______________, 2002

________________, 

Guardian Ad Litem

IVth Judicial District CASA 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I CERTIFY That on the __________ day of _____________, 2002, a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing was delivered in the manner proscribed to the following:

The Honorable Tim Hansen


By Hand

Ada County Courthouse

Boise, Idaho 83702

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney


By _________

200 W. Front Street

Boise, Idaho 83702

Social Worker




By _________

Department of Health and Welfare

1720 Westgate Drive

Boise, Idaho 83704 

Attorney for the Parent



By _________

