IV Judicial District CASA Program

Family Advocate Program

3010 W. State St. Ste104
Boise, Idaho 83703

Phone (208)345-3344
Fax (208)345-3700
IN THE DISTRICT OF THE FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE

STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF ADA
MAGISTRATE DIVISION

******

In the Matter of:



)    Case no. CV (CP)- XXXX-XXX


Name of the child


)


DOB 0/00/00



)







)    Report of the Guardian ad Litem

A Child(ren) under 18 years of age
)    (For Disposition, Six Month Review,

Permanency, Status)

______________________________________________________________________________

	Child(ren)’s name
	Current Age
	Age at Placement
	# of Placements
	Months in Care

	
	
	
	
	


CHILD/COURT COMMUNICATIONS:

The following needs to be stated in this report:

As stated in the amended Juvenile Rule 40(b), child/children’s name has been notified by this CASA of his/her right to be heard during this court proceeding.

· Child(ren)’s names has/have chosen to communicate with the court (list one of the following).
· Through an attached letter

· In person, “child’s name will be in court during today’s proceedings”.

· Through this CASA, he/she has stated “…….”

· Has chosen to not communicate to the court today.

CONTACTS SINCE LAST HEARING:

Name



relationship to child

Name



relationship to child

Child’s name


Child of Concern

Child’s name


Child of concern

Jane



Foster Parent

REPORTS REVIEWED SINCE LAST HEARING:

IDHW Case Plan dated October 25, 2007
CARES Interview

Child Mental Health Evaluation

BRIEF HISTORY:

(VERY BRIEF!)

This section is to contain a brief history of why the child came into care. All details of the child’s removal are not necessary; they should have been addressed in previous court reports. It is not necessary to duplicate information previously given to the court.

CURRENT STATUS OF THE CASE AS TO:
By identifying each person with their own section makes it slightly easier for each party to find pertinent information as to each individual.  Obviously the most important to you as the CASA/GAL is the child.  Please make sure you provide ample information about the child.  See below for details/examples.

Mom:

Dad:

Child(ren):

CASA reports should track what has been happening in the child’s life since the last report. Each report can build on what was addressed in past reports, but should contain mostly new information about what has occurred. By doing this the judge and legal parties can follow what has been happening to the child from an independent point of view. 

This section should provide the factual information on which you base your recommendations. This section should contain only the facts that were found during visitations, interviews, and research since the last court report. Behaviors, situations and important information from reviewed materials are also to be described. All information should be given with its source and can include direct quotes from people interviewed. Quotes must be correct and not taken out of context. 

Describe the services that have been provided to the parents and children. Services should be explained by the type offered, how often rendered, who is providing the services and the result of the services.

This section should address your experience with the parents of the child. Any visitations you observed between the child and parent should be described, how well the parent and child interact, and any services that are needed by the family to allow the child to be returned home, if appropriate.

Court reports must be objective. Any statements or observations must be supported by factual information, witness, and quotes. Without a basis in fact, this section can be challenged as being biased and uninformed. Court report descriptions should also be as short and direct as feasible. Important details cannot be left out, but clear descriptions do not need redundancy.

In general, relate the safety, security, and parenting ability of parents and their residence(s)

CHILD’S WISHES

This is the space designated by the proposed change in Juvenile Rule 35 where you specifically list the wishes of the child.  You will have listed above if the child will be in court but this is the place to verbatim write out the child’s wishes.  If the child wishes to go home write out exactly what the child said here and anything else they would like to see happen in their own words.

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS:


Dependent upon the child’s age and circumstances, this can be used or left out. Don’t duplicate something that is in the Pertinent Information section.

For the child’s academic needs, court reports should address how the child is doing in school. Note any changes, positive or negative, Also, the report should contain any descriptions of learning disorders or special needs that have not been met.

SUMMARY:

This section is meant to be a summary of concerns or progress. By listing concerns, you can give the judge a more personal feel for the case and how the child is being served. Even though these are maybe opinions, they must still be objective, based on fact and should not make personal attacks. Stating and outlining problems or progress is the best way to allow the system to understand the case. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Recommendations should be specific and based on the information provided earlier in this report.

Recommendations can encompass whether the child should remain in the custody of the State of Idaho and whether the current placement is best for the child. Visitation and additional services needed for either the parent or the child should be included in this section.

The first item on the recommendation list should be a statement as to whether or not the children should remain in the custody of the court or to be placed with the parents. Anything else the GAL feels would ultimately benefit the child’s well being should be placed here. Factual information needs to be addressed previously in the report to have it considered as a recommendation. Without a factual basis, a volunteer’s recommendations are nothing more than opinions and a court cannot base the future of a child on a personal opinion.

Respectfully Submitted this------ day of ----------------,2008

_________________________________

Guardian Ad Litem

MORE GUIDANCE

· Keeping an accurate and up-to-date contact log is very important for a CASA/GAL. You will need to identify people and associate the information gathered from those people several months after contact. 

· Educational, medical and psychological evaluations can change over time and by dating when the information was gathered, a volunteer can be sure that the information used is the most current available. 

· There are several points to remember about creating a court report. The most important is the need to remain unbiased. 

· All assessments, recommendations, and conclusions must have a factual basis. Anything written in a report could be challenged by an attorney, so supporting documentation is essential. This also gives the report the added weight of a professional presentation and even prepares the CASA/GAL to answer direct questions in court.

PROCEDURES

· ALL court are to be submitted to CASA staff at least two weeks in advance. This enables the staff to proofread the report as well as discuss any questions or concerns they may have before submitting it to our attorney.

·  DO NOT submit your report directly to the GAL attorney. Reports need to go through CASA staff before submission. 

