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Nicole Sirak   |   Executive Director

You don’t have to raise 
a child to raise them up. 
You just have to raise your 
hand and say you’ll help. 

As you read through this 
annual report, we’re excited to 
introduce you to the hundreds 
of people who raised their 
hand last year to help Family 
Advocates serve children and 
families who need us. You’ll 
meet Evan, the angel who 
never hesitates to advocate for 
children who’ve been subjected 
to the most severe abuse and 
neglect we see. You’ll meet 
Sally, who works with parents 
and their children to make sure 
they enter kindergarten ready 
to learn alongside their peers.  
You’ll also see the names of 
literally hundreds of people, 
companies, service groups and 
volunteers from all walks of 
life that donate time and 
treasure to ensure Family  
Advocates strengthens families 
and improves the lives of over 
1000 children we serve. As you 
read through these pages I 
hope these stories inspire 
further action, engagement, 
help and commitment. Please 
contact me at 345-3344 xt 1002 
or nicoles@familyadvocate.org 
so we can discuss ways for you 
to raise your hand to bring real 
change to the lives of  
vulnerable children.
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Terrie Havis, President

Kristine Simoni, 
Vice President

Doug Fry, Secretary

Heidi Bogert Dornier, 
Treasurer

David Cadwell, 
Immediate Past President

Jerrilea Archer

Cordell Chigbrow

Sherry Iverson

Kim Halbig-Sparks

Allegra Higer

Kody Kraus

Megan Mooney

Stacey Nelson-Kumar

Devin Pierce

Eric Strand

Misty Wall

Shawn Del Ysursa

Nicole Sirak, Ex-Officio

Nicole Sirak  |  Executive Director

Tammy Hill  |  Finance Manager

Megan Bates  |  Volunteer & Office Coordinator
 
Alicia Kinser  |  CASA Manager
 
Leslie Marston  |  CASA Volunteer Supervisor
 
Brad Talbutt  |  CASA Volunteer Supervisor
 
Jessica Upson  |  CASA Volunteer Supervisor
 
America Carrion  |  Families First Manager
 
Michelle Bowling  |  Parent Educator
  
Michelle Tse  |  Parent Educator
 
Solymar Palm  |  Parent Educator

Family Advocates

CASA

Families  
First

The Idaho Parent 
Information and  
Resource Center

Love and LogicPlease Read to Me

Family Advocates is a non-profit agency dedicated to keeping abused 
children out of danger and in safe homes, while partnering with parents 
to build strong families. Family Advocates has two important programs 
that complement each other – The CASA program and the Families 
First Program.

The CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) 
program is committed to the protection and healing 
of abused and neglected children who have been 
placed in foster care and referred to us by the 
courts. CASA appoints a trained volunteer (called a 
Guardian ad Litem) and a volunteer attorney to the 
child. It is the volunteer’s job to visit the child 
regularly, research the child’s background, and 
prepare a detailed profile of the child for the courts.

The only early education home visiting program in 
the Treasure Valley. Professionally trained parent 
educators visit with parents in their homes to increase 
confidence in parenting skills, connect families to 
community resources and ultimately prepare children 
to enter kindergarten ready to succeed.

Other components of this program include The Idaho 
Parent Information Resource Center, Please Read to 
Me and Love and Logic.

A collaboration of five 
Idaho agencies, with 
Family Advocates as 
the lead agency. Each  
organization, provides 
parent education 
services similar to those 
offered by the Families 
First Program. This 
collaboration serves 34 
counties in Idaho. 
Other PIRC sites around 
the state are located in 
Coeur d’Alene, 
Pocatello, Idaho Falls 
and Caldwell.

A literacy project to 
encourage and  
enhance reading skills 
by putting age  
appropriate books into 
the hands of children 
served by Family 
Advocates. Parent 
educators educate 
parents on the 
importance of reading 
to children and deliver 
one book a month for 
each child in the 
families they visit, to 
build a “library” for 
each child.

A series of parent 
education classes that 
offers practical tools 
and techniques that 
help adults achieve 
respectful, healthy 
relationships with their 
children. The guiding 
philosophy of the class 
is that parents must 
hold their children 
accountable for their 
behavior. Love allows 
children to grow 
through their mistakes 
and Logic allows 
children to live with  
the consequences of 
their choices.

Court Appointed  
Special Advocates
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You don’t have to make
a hole-in-one to make
a difference.

Date:	 Monday, June 6th, 2011
Time:	 1:00 pm, rain or shine
Place:	 Plantation Country Club

Dinner reception immediately  
following play. Teams are $500; 
individual green fees are $125.   
A wide variety of Sponsorship  
opportunities are available, please 
contact Nicole Sirak at 345-3344  
or nicoles@familyadvocate.org for  
more details.

Family Advocates  
Golf Classic
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With the help of many who gave generously of their time, expertise and financial contributions, Family Advocates can 
report the following accomplishments for FY 2009-2010.

children placed in 
foster care were 
assigned a volunteer 
Court Appointed 
Special Advocate who 
acted as their voice  
in court.

CASA volunteers 
donated 
hours of their time.

of parents reported they 
have more confidence  
in their parenting skills.  

would 
recommend 

our services to others.

Increased volunteer 
recruitment by

Children assigned a 
CASA volunteer spend 

less time in long term 
foster care.

Statewide, it is estimated  
the CASA program  
saves taxpayers 

in court costs and  
attorney fees.

Made over 

connections to community 
services that help families 
meet basic needs.

of the children assigned a 
CASA volunteer did not 
re-experience abuse and 
were placed in safe, 
permanent homes.

To reduce isolation, held 
Parent Group 
Meetings with 
topics ranging 
from house-

hold budgeting, fire 
safety and trips to area 
attractions low income 
families could not afford 
otherwise.
 

 

A Year of Accomplishments

CASA

FAMILIES

FIRST

THE

THE

PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Conducted over 

home visits. 
of the families were 

“high needs” families 
facing poverty, single 
parenting, substance 
abuse, mental illness 
and/or failure to 
graduate high school.
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There are a number of ways 
that you can support Family 
Advocates’ important work. 
You may choose to give an  
annual gift, to make a special 
one-time gift or to include 
Family Advocates in your Will 
or Estate plan. You may wish 
to honor a friend or colleague 
or to make a gift in memory of 
a loved one. Some of your gift 
choices have tax advantages 
that will help you meet other 
personal and financial goals 
while helping your Treasure 
Valley neighbors and their 
children achieve their fullest 
potential.

Become a Pledge to Protect Member
By participating in our Pledge to Protect monthly giving program, 
our gift of just $5 or more each month will provide us with a vital 
source of funds to help us provide a voice in court for children 
placed in foster care and support families. In addition to aiding 
our programs, Pledge to Protect members are acknowledged for 
their extra commitment with special benefits. We hope to recruit 
250 people to give $300/year or $25/month.

Benefits pledge to protect members enjoy:
• �Special reports and inside information on Family Advocates 

initiatives and invitations to special events;
• Recognition in our annual report, as well as a copy of it;
• Convenient yearly tax statement summarizing your annual giving;
• �A chance to make a more substantial gift by pledging a small 

amount, each month;
• �Saves time and money used to process donations, cutting down 

on administrative costs to Family Advocate Program. Simply put, 
your contribution goes straight to kids and families.

Memorial and Tribute gifts
These are meaningful ways to remember loved ones or to honor 
special occasions and accomplishments – an anniversary or  
birthday – with a gift to Family Advocates. Upon making a  
memorial or tribute donation, the family member or loved one will 
be notified of your contribution.

the legacy society
A club for those who have made gifts to Family Advocates through 
bequests, life income gifts, insurance policies and other estate 
planning vehicles. Friends who are making legacies to Family  
Advocates in their estate and financial plans will ensure that our 
programs continue to enhance the lives of children and families in 
the years to come.

bequests
In your Will or provision in your Trust direct a gift to Family  
Advocates and provides you with an opportunity to create a  
lasting legacy. Your will or estate plan can designate gifts of cash, 
real property or retirement plan assets.

insurance policies
If you have a paid-up life insurance policy you no longer need, 
consider contributing it to Family Advocates. It’s as easy as  
requesting and completing a change of beneficiary form from your 
life insurance company. Talk to your accountant or financial planner 
about the considerable tax savings you could earn. Purchasing  
a new policy and adding Family Advocates as the beneficiary is  
another possibility.

FIVE
 WAYS
YOU 
CAN
HELP!
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« �Evan Vonberg, 
court appointed 
Guardian ad Litem, 
holds a drawing of 
himself drawn by 
4-year-old Abby.
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INCOME

EXPENSES

We completed our annual fiscal audit with all positive feedback from our auditors, Eide Bailly. With great pride, we  
recorded over $850,000 of in-kind revenue and donations, which leaves us speechless! Each year we have been able to 
increase our in-kind contribution amount, and are very thankful to all the generous donors who make this possible. This 
includes our legal community, volunteer Guardian Ad Litems, and administrative volunteers who donate a generous 
amount of time to Family Advocates. This incredible amount also includes the Christmas gifts for the families and children 
we serve, and donated items for our live and silent auctions. Although these are tough economic times, we continue to 
move forward successfully due to the increased help from our wonderful supporters.

INCOME

EXPENSES

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
June 30, 2010

Federal - direct	 $417,951	 24%
Federal - indirect	 $20,032	 1%
State	 $98,837	 6%
Local government	 $42,000	 2%
Private grants & foundations	 $102,750	 6%
United Way allocation	 $48,001	 3%
Events & other unrestricted
income	 $139,995	 8% 
In-kind contributions	 $860,452	 50% 

TOTAL	 $1,730,018

Fundraising/grant writing	 $116,505	 7%
Public education	 $24,460	 1%
Administration	 $84,194	 5%
CASA	 $878,453	 53%
Families First	 $176,647	 11%
Idaho PIRC	 $387,984	 23%

TOTAL	 $1,668,243

ASSETS	

Current Assets	 $118,308	
Property and Equipment	 $226,819

TOTAL ASSETS	 $345,127

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities	 $36,180	
Long-term Liabilities	 $34,601	
Net Assets	 $274,346

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS	 $345,127

In-kind contributions 50%	 Federal - direct 24%

Federal - indirect 1%		  State 6%

Local government 2%		 Private grants &foundations 6%

United Way allocation 3%	 Events & other 
			   unrestricted income 8%

CASA  53%		  Families First 11%

Idaho PIRC 23%		  Fundraising/Grant Writing 7%

Public Education 1%		  Administration 5%

2010
2009

FINANCIAL

REPORT



5  \\\  February 2011

As a former security officer, I was a real 
hard-nose. I took the job seriously and 
sometimes that rubs people the wrong 
way. I’ve been called a lot of names, few 
of them printable. I’ve got a thick skin so 
that’s ok.

I’m retired now and have been a CASA 
volunteer for six years. In that time I’ve 
advocated for more than 30 abused or 
neglected children. 

I take this job seriously too. I still get 
called some choice names. A guardian 
isn’t always popular with parents or case 
workers. I tell them I can be their best 
friend or I can be their worst enemy — 
it’s up to them. But their opinions of me 
don’t count. 

Once in a while, the people who do 
count, the children, let me know that I’m 
on the right track, even if the adults 
don’t agree. Being called an S.O.B. 
doesn’t affect me one bit. 

But twice now, a child has told me that I 
am an angel, and let me tell you, that will 
melt your heart.

The first time, I was visiting two little 
girls, two and four years old. I had been 
Abby’s and Candace’s guardian ad litem 
for nearly two years and they were  
delighted to see me. 

They were in a foster home because 
their mother’s boyfriend had picked up 
Candace – the two-year-old – by the 
throat with one hand and beat her  
unconscious with the other. Her skull was 
cracked and she nearly lost her left eye. 

When I took the case I figured she would 
be afraid of men, but I don’t think she 
remembers what happened. Abby  
witnessed it all though.

As Candace and I played on the couch, 
Abby lay on the floor and drew a picture. 
I watched as she crowned her colorful 
stick-man with a golden halo.  

I said, “You really do a good job 
drawing…who is this?”  

“It’s a picture of you!” she said.

Teens are tougher. They don’t want to let 
on that they need anyone’s help, and 
they’re moody. They don’t trust.

I was Guardian ad Litem for one young 
man. He was 17 at the time and a  
talented artist who was about to age out 
of the child-protection system. The  
uncertainty of his future weighed on him 
and he took refuge in his artwork. 

He drew portraits of people he found in 
magazines and people he read about in 
school books – anything that would stop 
his mind from fretting about the future 
or reliving the past.

Ahmed was a Somali refugee. His family 
came to America after surviving brutal 
wars in his own country, and refugee 
camps in Ethiopia. There his grandfather 
gave his mother and sisters to soldiers in 
exchange for protection and safe  
passage. From there they made their 
way to Kenya, and finally the U.S.

After they settled in Boise, Ahmed’s dad 
decided religious law permitted him to 
beat the mother to death – in front of  
the children – for her transgressions 
in Ethiopia.

The father went to prison. Ahmed’s 
mother survived, but she has a 
hard time caring for herself now, 
so Ahmed and his sisters were 
placed in foster homes. Ahmed 
was nearly 18 and would be set 
out on his own at the stroke of 
midnight on December 31, and he 
was worried. 

He felt nothing for the foster 
home, but was afraid to leave. He 
was afraid to be alone and be  
entirely responsible for himself in 
just a few weeks.

He asked if I had a photo of myself 
that he could draw from. When I 
brought him two, he told me that I 
was the only one who really cared 
about him, who wasn’t paid to visit 
him but came because I wanted 
to. That meant a lot to him.

He asked if he would ever see me 
again after he turned 18. I told him 
that I always left it up to the  
children if they wanted to stay in 

contact with me and that several of them 
do keep in touch with me.

Choosing from the two photos I brought 
him, he pointed at one and softly said, 
“You are an angel.”

I was surprised. 

“I’ve been called a lot of things in my 
life, but I have never been called an an-
gel,” I told him.

“Well, you are,” he said.

He seemed quite pleased and thanked 
me for being there for him, now and in 
the future.

I really had no idea that this young man 
needed me so much in his life. I will al-
ways be humbled by his sincerity.  

Candace and Abby are living with their 
father now and doing well. Ahmed does 
his best to care for his mother and two 
sisters, but he struggles to find employ-
ment and stay out of trouble.

As for me, I’ve taken another CASA case.

By Evan Vonberg  |  Court appointed Guardian ad Litem

Volunteering for CASA can pierce the 
thickest skin, and the hardest heart
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Thanks to the following Foundations, Corporations 
and Agencies who continue to invest in us.

Ada County Commissioners
Elmore County Commissioners
Idaho Council on Domestic Violence & 
Victim Assistance
Idaho Supreme Court
National CASA Association
The Julius C. Jeker Foundation, Inc
U.S. Department of Education
United Way of Treasure Valley

Scentsy, Inc

Albertsons Boise Open
Blue Cross of Idaho
Fourth District Bar Association
Morningside, LLC
Premier Insurance
Schwab Charitable Fund- Office Max
St Luke’s Regional Medical Center
Trustmark Foundation
Weyerhaeuser

Bank of America Foundation
Bank of the Cascades
Boise Cascade, LLC
Boise Paper Holdings, LLC
Boise Ranch
Chigbrow, Ryan and Company Chtd.
Citigroup Business Services
Egyptian Theater
Fred Meyer
Hawley Troxell Ennis & Hawley LLP
Idacorp Employees Community Assistance Fund
Idaho Community Foundation
Idaho Women’s Charitable Foundation
Intermountain Gas
KeyBank
Les Bois Kiwanis Club
Pacificsource Health Plans
ProTeam, Inc.
Splitting Kings, LLC DBA Knitting Factory  
Concert House
The Integra Foundation
Walter & Leona Dufresne Fund in the Idaho  
Community Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wilson Properties, LLC

Boise Rotary Foundation, Inc
Cadwell Properties LP
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church
Southwest Airlines
Target
Wal-Mart Foundation
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Paul Schmidt
Todd & Laura Schmitz
Heidi Schneidermann
Mark & Beth Schoenfeld
Meredith Schreiner
Jim & Lori Schroath
Carl Schulz
Schwab Charitable Fund- 
OfficeMax Boise Comm. Fund
Diane & Jon Schwarz
Kari Schweitzer
Ed & Kathy Scott
Scribble Drips
Jeffrey Seabourn &  
Shawn Del Ysursa
Stan & Jenn Seamons
Severn, Winkle & Magette LLP
Kim Severns
Shadow Valley Golf Club
Shangri-La
Shankz Glo-Par-Tee
Shelly & Matt Shannahan
Nancy & Michael Sharp
Colette Shepard
Shu’s Idaho Running Company
Tracy Sidell
Scott & Maggie Simplot
Nicole Sirak
Sirucek Chiropractic Neurology Clinic
Skydown Sport Skydiving
Phyllis Slifer
Beth Smethers & Mark Coonts
Adam Smith
Barbara Smith
Christy Smith
Derik Smith
Phyllis Smith
Rick & Toni Smith
Darren & Annette Smock
Smokey Mountain Pizza & Pasta
Snake River Winery
Sockeye Grill and Brewery
Doris Soderstrom
Matt Somero
Southwest Airlines Co
Southwestern Idaho Combined 
Federal Campaign
Scott Sparks
Sandy Spasoff
James & Patricia Spearman
Knitting Factory Concert House
Curt Sproat
Sam Sproat
Kristie Larsen, Kathy Steinmetz, & 
Cindy Gallegos
Carla Terry & Roxanne McGuire
Tammy Myreholt and Patti Cannon
Patricia Dobson, Ashely Gregory  
& Alisha Pruner
Jacque Aldridge and Corinne 
Chastain
Jacque Aldridge, Ashely Gregory, 
Lynn Worthy, and Susan Tepfer

Peggy Standish, Tina Flint, &  
Jan Harrell
Amber Witt, Brenda Gleeman,  
& Patricia Normand
St Luke’s Regional Medical Center
Stag Haircare For Men
Starlight Herbs
Mark & Caryn Stastny
State Appellate Public Defender
Darlene Stattner
Norma & Jr Stattner
Richard & Ruby Stauber
Tony & Patrice Steenkolk
Kenny & Dyan Stephens
John & Jennifer Stevens
Kristin Stewart 
Pete Stickney
Sandra Stivison
James & Barbara Stokes
Jolyn Stone
Russell Strader
Eric & Anne Strand
Stephanie Strasser
Dave & Carrie Sullivan
Albertsons/SUPERVALU
Vicki Swanson
Courtney Swanson-Phillips
Willard & Jeannie Swenson
Swim and Run Shop
Brad Talbutt & Kelsey Talbutt
Dee Talbutt
Glenda Talbutt, Sara Cameron, 
Mardi Pacheco
Tanzanite Salon and Spa
Tim Tatum
Dallan & Patricia Taylor
Don & Jacque Taylor
Ann Taylor
Chris & Beth Taylor
George Taylor
Monica Tetrauh
The Children’s Store
The Flicks
The Griddle
The Integra Foundation
The Julius C Jeker Foundation Inc
The Melting Pot
The Pampered Chef
The Pantry
The River Rock Eagle
The Valley Club
Therese Patek
Robin Thibault
Bonnie Thiele
Ron & Sue Thomas
Orville & Heidi Thompson
Shannon & Chuck Thompson
Thornton Oliver Keller
Kimberly Towell
Cindy Towner
Steve Tracy
Nikki Trammel
Treeworks

Cindy Trefren
Terrie Trevino
Trey McIntyre Project
Tribal Fire Systems
Trinity Treasures
Thomas & Carol Troy
Trustmark Companies
Michelle Tse
Jill Twedt
James & Janis Tweeten
Robert & Dena Uhlenkott
United Way of Treasure Valley
University of Idaho
Shirley Upright
Jessica & Deonne Upson
Crystal Vandecoevering
Susan Vanhouten
Susan Veltman
Teresa Viker
Fran Voulelis
Donna Wade
Chris Wade
Wahooz Family Fun Zone
Courtney Waites
Misty Lynn Wall
Wal-Mart Foundation
Wal-Mart Meridian
Walter & Leona Dufresne Fund In 
The Idaho Community Foundation
Barbara Walters
Joe & Katrice Walters
Barbara Walton
Warm Springs Golf Course
Dennis Warren
Rex Warwick
Connie Waters
Patricia & Ernest Watkins
Patricia Watson
Connie Weaver
Joseph & Sarah Weber
Jill Webster
Cindy & Brant Wehrli
Sherri Weibye
Christopher & Maureen Welcker
Lisa Wellenslegel
Debbie Wellman
Wells Fargo Foundation
Doryne Wendel
West-Pak, Inc.
Ted & Linda Wheeler
Tami White
Wanda White
Rocky Wieczorek
Glenn Wiedmeier
Toney Williams
Shirley Williams
Willow Creek Grill
Charley Wilson
Greg Wilson
Lisa Wilson
Burnell Wimer
Chuck & Dianne Winder
Carl Withers

Jessica & Jason Witt
James & Mistry Wolf
Lee Wollenhaupt
Bob Wonderlich
Lisa Wong
Matthew & Joni Wood
Woodland Park Zoo
Sarah Woodley
William & Virginia Woolley
Scott Wright
Cynthia Yee-Wallace &  
Jeremy Wallace
Dave Yorita
Melba Yost
Michael Youngblood
Stephanie Youngerman
Jeff & Tina Youtz
Ben & Penny Ysursa
Shirley Zabel
Colleen Zahn-Dallmann
Zamzows
Robin Zimmermann 
Zoo Boise
Jane Zornik

In Memory of Joe Cenarrusa:
Pete and Freda Cenarrusa 

In Memory of Allyn Dingel:
Guy and Linda Hurlbutt 

In Memory of Beverly G. Haley:
Terry and Pamela Myers 

In Memory of  
Ilene Berenter Nelson:
Joe and Harriet Berenter 

In Memory of Michael Reed:
Sally Ruscitto 

In Memory of Jane Oppenheimer:
Scott Simplot & Maggie Soderberg
Robert & Donna-Marie Hayes
Patricia & Ernest Watkins
Thomas & Alice Hennessey
Nathan & Nancy Alexander
Jeremy Malone & Ana Mendiola
Virginia & WL Wooley
Willard & Jeanie Swenson
James & Barbara Stokes
Lance & Cyndy Salladay
Amanda Albers
Andrea Patterson
Mike & Robbye Clements
Richard Keim
Paul & Diane Ingersoll
Michael Brown & Martha Lunbeck

MEMORIAL GIFTS
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Leslie listens attentively to her three-
year-old daughter, Carmen, describe the 
rainbow she has drawn.

“I used all colors, mostly orange. My 
pony is orange. Casey’s dress is orange, 
and I like blue,” Carmen says. 

Casey, Carmen’s 14-month-old sister,  
ignores Carmen’s riff on orange  
completely and concentrates on stuffing 
every crayon she can grab back into the 
green and yellow box. Leslie is  
enthralled though. She’s been a  
Families First client since Carmen was 
born, and she’s proud that her girls are 
hitting their milestones on schedule.

With satisfaction, Leslie points out the 
series of individual, parallel lines of 
Casey’s rainbow. “You see how these 
are separated?” she asks. “Sally says that 
means she’ll be ready to learn to draw 
letters soon.” 

Sally McClure, a Families First Parent 
Educator, has visited this Boise family 
every week for three years, bringing a 
wondrous mix of educational activities 
for the girls and developmental  
information for the mother. Like most 
of us, Leslie didn’t learn about  
developmental stages from her own 
family.  She left home at 14 after her  
parents moved to Idaho to live “out in 
the woods.”

“We just split up,” she says with a shrug.

Leslie says Sally taught her how the 
brain develops, and explained what 
milestones to watch for and when.  
Leslie was especially surprised to learn 
about a baby’s critical need for bonding 
and nurturing in the first months. “I’d 
always been told to let them cry or 
you’d spoil them,” she said.

At the mention of Sally’s name, Carmen 
looks up from her drawing. “Is Sally 
coming over?” she asks excitedly.

The milestones of human development 
have been charted in detail. Experts in 
the field know that a healthy nine-
month-old toddler in Tangiers, is  
developing the same skills as nine-
month-olds in Tokyo and Twin Falls, 
give or take a week or two. 

The Families First curriculum leverages 
the power of this knowledge, providing 
156 weekly lessons for new parents to 
practice with their quickly maturing  
infants and toddlers. That’s one unique 
lesson every week for a baby’s first 
three years.

At around 12-months-old, or even earlier, 
children may have the ability to scribble, 

and they will if they’re allowed. Some 
kids develop this later because many 
parents try to keep the crayons and 
markers out of their little hands and off 
the walls for as long as possible,  
according to America Carrion, Families 
First Program Manager. 

But given the chance, children’s ability 
to draw and write increases in a  
standard sequence. To encourage them, 
parent educators introduce activities 
that are repetitive to develop greater 
strength and flexibility in the fingers. 

For example, at 10 months, they give 
children a toy wrapped in paper. This 
simple tool stimulates a child’s curiosity 
while it helps to develop the fine  
motor-skills needed to write and draw. 
The evolution progresses from rubbing 
a pen in a random, continuous “S”  
scribbling motion, to drawing detailed 
human figures by the time they’ve 
turned five.

“Repetition is really needed to refine 
those movements, so it’s important to 
just give them different writing tools 
and just let them go at it,” America says.

“I drew a spider. It’s so scary,” Carmen 
says as she holds up her paper to display 
a disjointed black and blue scribble.

Just then, tears fill Leslie’s eyes and spill 
out onto her cheeks. Concerned by the 
sudden emotion, Carmen rushes over 
to comfort her mom. Leslie hugs her 
tight and explains that she isn’t sad. 

“I’m just so grateful for Sally,” Leslie says. 
“She’s just the most generous person 
and we are so lucky she’s part of  
our lives.”

Building strong families,  
one scribble at a time
By Brad Talbutt  |  CASA Volunteer Supervisor

Because of the deficit, Federal 
funding that supports programs  
like this across the nation will 
likely cease in September. We  
are turning to the local community 
to continue this impressive and 
effective program.
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Rachel Lalley
Toni Landers
Debbie Langley
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Jackie Larson
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Joellen & Steven Ledbetter
Steven Ledbetter
Chung-Li Lee
LeMaster Daniels
Pam & Jack Lemley
Les Bois Kiwanis Club
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Robert Levandusky
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Lilly Jane’s Cupcakes
Lisk Gallery
Joe & Arleen Lothrop
Josh Loubek
Christine Loucks
Patrick Loupin
Cathy Lucas
Travis Lukoic
Rog Lyngaas
Todd & Bernadette Madarieta
Angie Magnuson
Barbara Maher
James & Jennie Mahoney
Terry & Louise Maley
Jeremy & Ana Malone
Marcon Inc
Michael & Beth Markley
Margaret Marlatt
Jonell Marotz
Chris & Derek Marston
Bill & Mary Marston
Chris & Derek Marston
Dan & Deb Marston
Dana Marston
Fran Martin
Jess & Sarah Matlock
GayLee May
Jackie Maybach
Brandi Mayes
Robert Maynard
Dianna McAllister

McCall Golf Course
James & Louise McClure
Sally & Ken McClure
Mark & Chelsea McClure
Tessa McCollum
Cora McCoy
Connie McCurdy
Gwenn McDonald
Pete & Betsy McDonald
Marni McDowell
Rod & Noreen McDowell
Edward & Cheryl McElroy
Neil McFeeley
Margaret & Gary McGee
Marianne McIntosh &  
Michael Reuling
Lauren McLern
Cathy McMartin
Knox & Susan McMillan
Carey & Melissa McNeal
McU Sports
Me Time Coffee
Melanie Mendenhall
Meridian High Girl Scout Troup #142
Metro Car Wash
Microtechnology Systems, Inc.
Bryan Miller
Kathy Miller
Patrick & Chris Miller
Stephen & Debbie Miller
Courtney Miller
Janet Miller
Jennifer Miller
Martha Miller
Patrick & Chris Miller
Monkey Bizness
Rick & Sue Ellen Montgomery
Mike & Karen Mooney
Movie Club
Megan Mooney &  
Brian Wonderlich
Verna & Bruce Moore
Moore & Elia, LLP
Lisa Moran
Morningside Originals
Morrison Center For The  
Performing Arts
Carmen Morse
Amy Mouser
MRI Center of Idaho
Erin Muir
Ed & Jeanne Mae Mulick
Clark & Erin Mullen
The Mullener Family
Joe Murray
Katja & David Murray
Terry & Pamela Myers
Patricia & Roarke Nagler
Suzanne Nail
Elaine Nakano
National CASA Association
Albertsons/SUPERVALU Treasury 
Department

Hana Nedoma
Need To Bead
Debra Nelson & Keith Donahue
Ellen Nelson
Jennie & Dalin Nelson
Stacey Nelson-Kumar & Raj Kumar
Darlene Nemnich
Leta Neustaedter
New Horizon Academy
New Plymouth High School
New Vintage Wine Shop
Newt and Harrold’s
Wendy Nielsen
Kelley Noe
Karey Noll
Lisa Nordstrom
Monique Norseth
Audrey Numbers
Molly O’Leary
Phillip & Victoria Oberrecht
Ogio International
Mark & Lisa Olberding
Old Chicago
Old Spaghetti Factory
Denise Oldfild
Barbara Olic-Hamilton
Elizabeth Oliphant
Bonnie & Charles Olson
Eric Olson
Lori Olson
Terri Olson
Douglas Oppenheimer
Dan Orchard
Owen & Janet Orndorff
Vangie Osbourn
Judy Ouderkirk
Outback Steakhouse
Allyn Overgaard
Chelsea & Tyson Oyler
Pacificsource Health Plans
Brenda Pack & Roy Ratlif
Katie Packwood
Dona & Jim Page
Paul Painter &  
Celeste Schwendiman
Soly & Westley Palm
Joe Palmer
Panache
Tony Pantera
Sarah Park
Cathy Parkinson
Parma Furniture
Suzanne Patrick
Andrea Patterson
Dana Peachey
Mark Pearson
David,  Cristy & Coleen Penny
Thomas Peppersack &  
Kathleen Trever
Perfect Computing Inc
Perkins Coie LLP
Carrie & Tom Peterman
Pam & Ron Peterson

Kira Pfisterer
Devin & Annie Pierce
Plantation Country Club
Susan Platt
Michelle & Todd Points
Katelyn Popadics
Saliesh & Kurt Porter
Tom Porter
Prairie Dog Productions
Casey Prange
Preece Chocolates
Premier Insurance
Gilman Price & Gina Day-Price
Jack Price
Randy Priest
Printcraft
ProTeam, Inc.
Puentes Language Programs  
and School
Steve Purvis & Lynn Melton Purvis
Nanci Quast-Bent & Chris Bent
Ben & Christine Quintana
Mercede Quintana
Heather Rae & Russell Friedenberg
Austin Rains
Jolene Ramoin
Ann & Gerald Ramsey
Wayne Rancourt
Lindsay Randall
Gary Raney
Meghan Raney
Razzle Dazzle College
Mikel Reber
Rediscovered Books
Philip & Jill Reed
Henry & Sue Reents
Regal Foundation
Mike & Madalyn Reilly
Jennifer Reinhardt
Liz Rekow
Linda Rueling
Sara & Adam Richins
Jeanne Richter
Harry Reiner
Riverside Motel and Guide Service
Roaring Springs
Bron Roberts
Jillian Roberts
Toni Roberts & John Beal
Seth & Ashley Robinson
Roosevelt Market
Bishop Kelly High School Key Club
Joanne Roth
Meridian East Stake 18th Ward
Chris Rudeen
Sally Ruscitto
Lorna Sabbia
Amy Saijo
G Lance & Cyndy Salladay
Christine & Dan Salmi
Matt & Lisa Saxe
Scentsy, Inc.
Belinda Schlagel
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Craig & Mary Chapin
Cheerleaders Sports Bar and Grill
Teresa Chesnut
Cordell & Danielle Chigbrow
Royce Chigbrow
Chigbrow Ryan & Company
Mark & Brenda Chiles
Chilis
Bev Chipman
Chuck E. Cheese
Citi
City Peanut Shop
William & Mary Clark
Lindsay Clark
Elizabeth Clarke
Judy Clausen
Mike & Robbye Clements
Archie Clemins
Laura Cobb
Chandler & Amy Coleman
Judy & John Collins
Tom Concannon
Cindy Cook
Dave Cook
Janis Cook
Heather & Cleveland Corder
Patti Corkins
Cosho Humphrey, LLC
Costa Vida
Craft Warehouse
Crane Creek Country Club
Debra Crisler
Joe & Stephanie Critchfield
CSHQA
Zachariah & Roxana Curtis
CWI Culinary Arts Baking Club
D. A. Davidson & Co.
Jeff & Mary Dahl
Karen Daley
John Dallum
Virginia Daly
Ashley Davis
Kayla Dawson
Dean Thompson
Andi Deely
Bryon & Pam Defenbach
Faye Delbridge
Angelina Devine
Shannon Devine
Discovery Center of Idaho
Melinda Ditlow
James Dole
Rex & Marilyn Dorman
Ronald & Theresa Dorn
Alan Dornfest & Virginia Gillerman
Peg Dougherty
Downtown Boise Association
Joe Doyle
Julia Dresser
Joe Dunkle
Kristin & Rob Dunn
Tami & Chris Dunn
Dutch Brothers

Ben & Mandi Dyer
Eagle Eye Embroidery
Karen Early
Edie Easterbrook
Edwards Greenhouse Inc
Egyptian Theater
Dan Eineichner
Einstein’s Oilery
Brandon & Fallon Eisenbarth
Element Fencing
Mike Elia
Stan & Carole Ellis
Elmore County Commissioners
Lance & Beth Elroy
Emerald Elements Therapeutic  
Massage
Leonard Erickson
Ron and Barb Evans
Allison Evaro
David & Lisa Ewers
Kelly Exline
Express Cafe
Falcon Crest Golf Course
Lori & Joe Fascilla
Sherry Fawcett
Fetch Pet Care
Ken Fields
Firehawk Helicopters
Betty & Terry Fischer
Fisher’s Document Systems
Michael & Sharon Florence
Flutterby Floral
Larry Flynn
Diane Foote
Kristin Ford
Fourth District Bar Association
Camile Fraley
Franz Bakery
Fred Meyer
Eric Fredriksen
Ellen & Ron Freeman
Richard Fritzley
Frontier Historical Consultants
Doug Fry
Brenda Fulfer
Fusions Glass Studio
Susan Gamboa
Nathan Gardiner
Richard Garlish
Garner Family Trust
Echo & John Garrett
Sor`a and Garet Garrett
Cecelia Gassner
Randy & Vicki Gayler
Neva Geisler
Lynn Gentile
Linda Gerry
Elaine Gibson
Hart & Laura Gilchrist
Sheryl Gillogly
Giraffe Laugh
Girl Scout Troop #275
Mike Giusti

Givens Pursley LLP
Gjording & Fouser, Pllc Employees
Golf Magic
Bob & Barbara Gordon
David & Anne Moree Goss
Kimbal & Karen Gowland
Jacob Graff
Jayde Graham
Jody Graham
Douglas Graves
Greenwoods Ski Haus
Sarah Gremel
Megan Griffin
Mitch Grimes
Chris & Rashelle Gussner
Stacy Gust
Michelle Gustavson & Ron Wielzorer
Diana Gutierrez
Richard & Sondra Hackborn
Layne Hadlock
Kimberly Halbig-Sparks &  
Steve Sparks
Hall Farley Oberrecht & Blanton PA
Dennis & Bobbie Hammer
Handyman Connection
Judy Haney
Susan Hanley
Janet Harris
Mike & Myrna Harris
Don Harrison
Donald Hart
Patrick & Janet Hasenoehrl
Kara Haven
Terrie Havis
Jason Hawkes
Barbara Hawley
Hawley Troxell Ennis & Hawley LLP
Robert & Donna-Marie Hayes
Leslie Hayes
Mary Hazelworth
Joanne Hedeman
Margaret & Michael Henbest
Margaret Henbest and Idaho 
Women’s Charitable Foundation
Tom & Alice Hennessey
J.R. Simplot Company Corporate 
Tax Dept.
Diana Herbert
Robert Herring
Casey Hess
Doug & Aubrey Hetherington
Carla Heugli
Kelly Hibbs
Allegra Higer
Tammy Hill
Kate Hill
Marci Hill
Dave Hinchman
Dale Hinman
Tracy Hitchcock
Ben Hoehstra
Darin Hoff
Sandra Holmes

Desirae Holtz
Barbara Hoyne
Nancy Hoyt
HP Company Foundation
Maudalyn Hulsizer
Guy & Linda Hurlbutt
Bill Hyland
IBM Employee Services Center
Idacorp Employees Community 
Assistance Fund
Idaho Botanical Garden
Idaho Community Foundation
Idaho Indie Works
Idaho River Sports
Idaho Shakespeare Festival
Idaho Steelheads Hockey Club
Idaho Women’s Charitable Foundation
Alexander & Britt Ide
Paul & Diane Ingersoll
Innovative Design
Intermountain Gas Company
Sherry Iverson
Jacksons Food Stores
Vickie Jauregui
JBJ Limited Partnership
Jerry & Billye Jenkins
William & Wanda Jennings
Travis & Ninna Jensen
Cindy Jenson
Michelle Jindra
Jimmy Kimmell Live
Johnson Floral Co.
Patrick Johnston
Melinda Jones
Paula Jones
Journal Broadcast Group
Jug Mountain Ranch
Junior League of Boise
Mikkie Kabel
Kabloom
Renee & David Kading
Soo Kang
Kerri Kasper
Shaun Kay
Mandy Kayler
Trent Kaylor
Lamont & Vicki Keen
Louis & Donna Kelleher
Jennifer Kelly
Debbie Kettles
KeyBank National Association
Shannon Killian
Cindy Kimsey
Cathy King
Sandra & Dan King
Alicia Kinser & Travis Benningfield
Mark Kirkland
Kiwanis
Kaye Knight
Jann Knotts
Bill Knudsen
Daniel Knutsen
Dorene Kobayashi
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94.9 The River
Eric Aasend
Todd Abbott
Ada County Auditor’s Office
Ada County Commissioner
Ada County Paramedics
Ada County Sheriff’s Department
Pam Adams
Terri Adams
Shah & Maryam Afshar
Amanda Agenbroad
Sue Ahlefeld
Shelly Akerman
Amanda Albers
Carrie Albers
Albertsons Boise Open
Randi Albrechtsen
Nathan & Nancy Alexander
Donna Allington
Allstate Giving Campaign
Patricia Alpine
Scott Anders
Kathleen Anderson
Sandy Anderson
Cherie Anderson
Rae Anderson
Andrade’s Restaurante Mexicano
Anthropologie
Carolyn Aquirre
Arcenter Inc
Brett Archer
Gary & Jerrilea Archer
Pamela Archuleta
Shantel Archuleta
Mike & Michelle Arevalo
Jacob Ashby
Aspen Sound
Lisa & Adam Atkinson
Janice Avera
Lupe & Jose Ayala

Harvey & Patricia Babendure
Deb Bahr
Denise Baird
Bairds Dry Cleaning
Marshall & Kathleen Baker
Cindy Baker
Mike & Glenda Baldner
Robert & Jill Ball
Ballet Idaho
Bank of America Foundation
Bank of the Cascades
Gene Bannister
Kristen Barber
Lisa Barsohn
John & Pam Bartels
Ken & Michelle Bass
Bath-And-Body.Com
Kathy Bauer
Bear Valley Raft Company
Christa Bearry
Dawn Bedford
Rosalie Bell
Rebecca Benavides
Blaine Bennett
Cindy Bennett
Michelle Bennett
Gary & Janet Benoit
Joe & Harriet Berenter
Barb Bergeson
John Bernardo
Don Berry & Kathy Simpson
Robert & Sara Berry
Bill Beverage
Scott Blickenstaff
Gary & Cindy Bird
Phil & Cinda Bird
Birds of Prey
Bishop Kelly Freshman/Sophomore 
Basketball Team
Walter & Sherry Bithell and Idaho 

Women’s Charitable Foundation
Tim & Debbie Black
Genia Black
Joseph Blake
Ellen Blaser
Blue Cross of Idaho
Blue Sky Bagels
Brandi Boas
Tamara Boeck
Rocky & Mary Bogert
Heidi Bogert Dornier & Clyde Dornier
Boise At It’s Best Flowers
Boise Bike Wrench
Boise Cascade Int’l Marketing Dept
Boise Cascade LLC
Boise Contemporary Theater
Boise Co-Op
Boise Fit Club Boot Camp
Boise Host Lions Club
Boise Paper Holdings. LLC
Boise Philharmonic Association, Inc.
Boise Ranch Golf Course
Boise Rotary Foundation Inc
Boise State University-College of 
Social Sciences
Borders Books
Larry & Dee Bowling
Michelle Bowling & Javier Andrade
Jeannette Bowman & John Barnet
Tom & Nancy Bowser
Boy Scout Troop #36
Dick Bradshaw
Terry & Janice Brady
Jim & Marianne Brandt
Bruce & Sylvia Bratney
Mary Braun
Kelly Breen
Tracy Breidfjord
Maureen Brett
Jessica Briggs

Dann Briscoe
Todd & Martha Brocke
Hollis Brookover & Milt Gillespie
Debra & Bill Broughton
Michael Brown & Martha Lunbeck
Debbie Brown and James Wyman
Jacklyn Brown
Jim Brown
Rod & Pam Brown
Theresa & Bud Browne
Annete Brownfield
Walter Bruehl
Amie & Brad Bruggeman
Monty Bryant
BSU Criminal Justice/Alpha Phi Sigma
Brad & Jenni Buckendorf
Buffington Mohr McNeal
Patsy Buker
Jack & Doreen Bunker
Barbara Bunner
Jere Burch
Carma Burnett
Kevin Burton
Russell & Janet Buschert
Buster’s Bar and Grill–Eagle
Cabot Cheese
David & Kim Cadwell
Cadwell Properties LP
Bruce & Linda Cadwell
Glenn & Tina Michael
Julia Camacho
Scott Cantor
Tom Carlile
Debbie Carpenter
Nathan Carpenter
America Carrion & Wayne Yorita
Janine Carson
Barbara Carter
Pete & Freda Cenarrusa
Centennial High Art Club

Family Advocates is a nonprofit organization that operates with the support of  
voluntary contributions. We are grateful to the following individuals, businesses and  
agencies who have made financial contributions, supported our events and  
contributed gifts of goods and services during the fiscal year from July 1, 2009 
through June 30, 2010. We make every attempt to be accurate in our listing. Please 
accept our apologies if we have inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name.

THANK YOU  
TO OUR DONORS


